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first I said “no way.” I hadn’t ridden my bike in
two years and rarely at that. We also had plans
to take four weeks in the summer to do walks
in other states on the way to American
Volkssport Association Convention in Texas. In
the first two months of the year we’d completed
40 of the 175 California YREs and I figured it
was doable and Charlie’s goal was mine
too…no coercion.. We still planned to do most
of the other scheduled events in our area. I was
also eager to travel and there were lots of new
walks in Southern California. With a total of
166 walks and nine Bikes at the start of our
“Quest” we had only 135 more to do!

We planned a trip to Southern California and
spent three weeks doing 27 more events. We
were off and walking, walking, walking. The
rest of March and April we walked and biked
closer to our homes in Sacramento.

Wayne Holloway planned a two week
“Invasion” of the Central California Coast for
May and we accompanied up to 21 other
walkers down the Central Valley and up the
coast on the walking tour. We completed
another 22 walks on the invasion to give us a
total of 112 YREs.

In June we left for the AVA convention doing
walks most of the days, with a total of 28 out of
state walks; a wonderful way to tour the
different states along our route to Texas and
back. What a great experience with the
Convention walks, new friends, and great food!

We continued to do walks closer to home from
July through October and had lots of wonderful
Traditional events and Friendship Walks we
couldn’t miss; the walks at Ft Bragg, Donner
Lake, Tahoe, and Yosemite. By the end of
October we had a total of 251 walks, 136 of
them California YREs.

With winter ready to hit the ski slopes we
dashed off to Chilly Big Bear Lake to do the
walks there and Crestline, and then down to
the very warm, 97 degree desert doing the
Menifee and Sun City walks.

The rest of November we finished all but one
of the Northern California walks. These walks
included the SF Highlights walk with a ferry
ride from Vallejo to walk the wharf, hills and
parks with glorious views of the City and Bay.

On December 2nd with only 26 YRE to go, we
headed south to Palm Springs, Los Angeles and
San Diego County areas to complete all but one
of the California YRE. I only wish I’d taken
more pictures, it would have been fun to have
one of the two of us straddling the charred pine

trees blocking the trails on our way up
Cuyamaca Peak on the Julian YRE.
With less than a week to go we completed the
Etna YRE for a total of 172 California YREs,
163 walks and 9 bikes. We also managed to
complete 59 Traditional events. With walks in
other states, and some of the California YREs
more than once, our total events for the year
was 307 for a fun, friendship filled 2009! Thank
you all for your wonderful walks!

Betty and Charlie were caught on May 26,
2009, on the walk in Santa Barbara during the
“Invasion” of the Central Coast, a rare ocassion
in 2009 to find them sitting.

Health Check
Placer Pacers and Friends Ailing

e have members and friends who are
ailing, folks who we need to keep in our

thoughts and prayers as we take to the trails in
quest of personal achievements. Roger Conant
continues to learn to hear with his two new
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hearing implants. He says he has problems
with background noise/chatter. That seems to
be a problem for many of us. Jeanne Ross
continues under care for her malfunctioning
trachea. Lillian Webber’s continuing bout with
cancer hasn’t slowed her down; she was seen
at the Land’s End walk in San Francisco
keeping Herb out of trouble. Steve Hughart
continues to recover from his bike accident in
June 2008, and multiple setbacks with
surgeries and infections. We see him on
crutches on 10 kilometer walks. Jackie Wilson,
our AVA Executive Director, is being treated for
Amyloidosis, a rare blood disorder. Jackie will
be out of the office for about three months. Her
previously announced plan to retire in August
remains the plan.

Pacer Nuggets
he following Placer Pacers were
acknowledged in the February/March

edition of The American Wanderer as having
attained the IVV Award milestone indicated.

Events
Jean Davis 575
Betty Howland 650
Steve Hughart 325
Carmen Krizl 10
Hank Krizl 10
Bud Murray 600
Herb Webber 1050

Distance (Kilometers)
Betty Howland 6500
Gisela Loyd 5000

Coming Events
CVA Convention and Out of State Road Trips

mong the overnight opportunities for 2010
are four major events that have the

potential for extended travel and multiple event
wonderings. Many Placer Pacers will be
attending the California Volkssport Association
convention in Idyllwild, California, and plans
are already being made for caravanning to the
annual Volkssport weekend at the Crazy Horse
Monument near Custer, South Dakota, the
Columbia River Gorge Festival at Cascade
Locks, Oregon, and the Whidbey Island
Volkssport Festival at Coupeville, Washington.
Don’t wait to be asked to join in…for you just
were. Pack your bags…

California Volkssport
Association 2010 Annual

Convention
he 2010 California Volkssport Association
(CVA) convention is scheduled for Friday,

Saturday and Sunday, April 30 through May 2,
2010. The Low Desert Roadrunners and the Green
Valley Gaiters are co-hosting this fun filled
weekend in the beautiful Mile-High City of
Idyllwild where Herb Webber used to go to Boy
Scout camp. Idyllwild, as most of you know (if
you have ever spent any time with Herb talking
about his youth), is nestled in the San Jacinto
Mountains west of Palm Springs.

We are told that the entire community of
Idyllwild has been enlisted in praying for good
weather. It is the opinion of the editor that good
weather is relative and as long as one is able to
experience it, all weather is good, some just
better; it’s the corollary to waking up breathing
makes it a good day.

Three 10 kilometer walking events will be
offered with of course, many other YRE walks
available within a 50 mile radius. One of the
three convention walks is rated 3+, and the
other two are rated 2+. One must remember
from the paragraph above that Idyllwild is in
the mountains above 5,000 feet. The 5
kilometer alternate routes for all three walks
are rated 1+. Cost for the walks will be $3, $8
with award, with a one time $2 park entry fee.

The base for this exciting weekend will be at the
Silver Pines Lodge in Idyllwild. Our CVA business
meeting and other social activities will be held at
the lodge.

The rooms at the lodge have all been booked by
volkssporters. Here is additional information on
lodging and camping:
Hotels/Motels
Creekstone Inn
54960 Pine Crest, Idyllwild
(800) 409-2127
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Idyllwild Inn
54300 Village Center Dr, Idyllwild
(951) 659-2552
RV Parks and Campgrounds

County Park, Idyllwild
(800) 234-7275
Mt San Jacinto State Park
25905 Highway 243, Idyllwild
(951) 659-2607
Idyllwild accommodations may also be found at
website, www.IdyLodging.com

Continental breakfasts are being planned for
Saturday and Sunday morning. A donation jar
will be on the table to help defray expenses.

The lunch menu will include a selection of
deli roll sandwiches (Turkey, Roast Beef, Ham
or Vegetarian) with chips and a non-alcoholic
beverage. The cost is $6 and a choice should be
made on the pre-registration form.

A group dinner is also being planned for
Saturday evening at a local restaurant. Those
that want to attend should indicate so on the
pre-registration form.

More information on the convention will be in the
COMPASS, the AVA and CVA web-sites and the
Green Valley Gaiters’ website
(greenvalleygaiters.org).

For more information, contact John Cappello at
(951) 845-5442 e-mail: jtcapp@dc.rr.com or Jean
Vik of the LDRR club at (951) 737 8341 e-mail:
walkervik@aol.com, or the Low Desert
Roadrunner’s web site,
www.lowdesertroadrunners.org.

Cr a z y H o r s e Me m o r i a l
he weekend of June 5 and 6, 2010 will
mark the twenty-fifth year that the Black

Hills Volkssport Association hosts the largest
Volkssport event outside Japan, the walk/climb
up to, and out onto the arm of the Crazy Horse
Memorial near Custer, South Dakota.

Well over 10,000 people attend this annual
event, and start lining up at 7:00 AM to trek up
the groomed and ungroomed paths. The part of

the trail going up to the carving is steep, thus
earning the 4+ difficulty rating for this 10
kilometer walk.

Several Placer
Pacers have
previously
made it up to
and out onto
the arm, which
is at 6490 foot
above sea level.
They include
Roberta & Bud Murray (on a day that it
snowed), Lillian & Herb Webber, Bette & Ron
Haskell and Grace & Wayne Holloway (when on
the way to the 2005 AVA convention), and a
whole passel of other folks from the area in
2008, including Placer Pacers’ own Marillyn &
Don Ratliff, AnnaLee & Jerry Braunstein, Doug
Ratgeb & Jean Lucas, Gale & Steve Hughart,
Lillian & Herb Webber (again), Jill & Bud
Simmons, Karen & Frank Janiga, JoAnn &
Dave Pelz, Joanna Watzig, Betty Howland, Pat
Hamilton, Cris Rangel, Qeldas Crist-Pickett,
and Mike Vogel.
Some of

these folks
and others
are planning
to caravan
to Custer
again in
May. There
will be stops
for walks along the way, and other walks in the
Black Hills area. Some folks intend to pick up
capitol walks in Utah, Wyoming, North and
South Dakota, and Montana before heading on
over to Oregon for the Gorge Festival (see next
article). It is a little early to reserve
accommodations (The Crazy Horse weekend
marks the beginning of the tourist season, so
the motel operators are still in Arizona), but if
you are interested in joining your friends you
should contact Don at dratliff@calwisp.com, or
Wayne at wayneholloway@wildblue.net for info.

T h e Co l u m b i a R i v e r G o r g e
B i e n n i a l C l a s s i c

ome of our folks traveling to South
Dakota for the 25th anniversary of the

annual trek up the Crazy Horse Monument
will lollygag around the great Northwest
before heading over to Cascade Locks,
Oregon, for the biennial exploration of the
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